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ELEGTIOKS OUTED 



GUY FAWKES, as atiarchist batfges 
and posters reinind you, and as you 
remembered once more on 5 Kovem- 
ber, was the only person who ever 
went to J^llament with honest in- 
tentlDim, In fact he didn't^ if the 
most recent research is to be be«- 
llevedp but was either an a^nt 
provocateur or a fall or both. 

He wasn't going to blow up Ibrba- 
ment at all, or only with the moat 
dishonest Intentions,.,, 

Another myth gone! Not that we 
really need any myth to tell us that, 
however honest the Intentions that 
anyone may lake to I^rllament, 
they might Just as well be thrown 
on to the bonfire with poor old Guy 
for all the good they do. The road 
to hell is paved with good Intentions, 
as we know, whether you travel by 
way of the scaffold with Fawkes or 
by way of the more gradual methods 
known around the world as parUa- 
meptery democracy, 

A lot of guys have been winning 
and losing elections during the past 
few weeks, almost as If they were 
trying to celebrate the 375th anni¬ 
versary of the Gunpowder Plot, 
whosever It was. In West Ger many 
the Social Democrats and Free Demo¬ 
crats have just beaten the Christian 
Democrats, though the Issue was 
presented as the smooth incumbent 
versus the rough challenger. In 
Australia the liberals have just 
beaten Labour, though the Issue 
was prese nted as the tough incumb¬ 
ent versus the soft challenger, Tn 
Jamaica the ftople's ^rty has been 
beaten by the Labour P arty, toough 
the issue has been prese nted as wild 
incumbent versus tame challenger. 

In the British labour l^rty there 
have been four candidates for the 
leadership^ the choice being between 


a rlghtlBt who will fight the left 
until he needs its support and a 
leftist who will betray the left when 
he doesn't need its support. And In 
the United States we jkve seen 
Tweedledum beat Tweedtedee, or 
vice versa, and the issue has been 
whether the Incumbent or the chal¬ 
lenger ts the most absurd choice 
for the leader of the most powerful 
country in the world, so that more 
than half the electorate couldn't be 
bothered to vote for either of them. 

Of course it ts even worse with¬ 
out democracy, where there are no 
electtons or fake elections or where 
people do blow each other up. But 
the anarcHst point is that democracy 
isn't the solution to the problem but 


Is Itself partoj the problem. There 
Is a time for voting and there is a 
time for choosing repreSantattves. 
We can't all make dieclstons all the 
time. There is even a time for 
elections, if only to vote the bast¬ 
ards Out, as happens even In the 
best-regu^ted democracLes -- such 
as India only a lew years ago 
even if the result Is to vote some 
new bastards in. But we maintain 
that it Is a bad way to make the 
decisions which it is designed to 
make, and indeed that such decis¬ 
ions shouldn't be made at all, 

Ws say If the choice Is voting 
for Cargan or Heater, or for Hoote 
or Fealey, then come hack, Guy 
Fawkes, all is forglveoJ 
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Prisoners of 


'AFTSR a while we had to have all 
□ur Joints banda^d^ because they 
were only stein and bone or bedsoree^ 
or gangrene would have set in easily.. 
»». I could stnelL death off myseltj a 
sickly, nauseating stench^ So wrote 
Michael Traynor, a surviving strlKer 
In the Republican death strike of 1940, 
who Only drew back after the death of 
two strikers and the promise of con¬ 
cessions which, in the event, failed 
to materlaUae, Things have changed 
dramatically since then: the resolve 
of the seven blanket men now on 
hunger strike in the so called 'dirty 
protest' has already been severely 
tested and their continued deter- 
miration makes the recent fatuous 
government maroeuverings appear 
all the more predictably short 
sighted. 

Blame for the present crisis 
must be placed st^uarely on the 
shoulders of the odious Atkins, 
fore most among the many who tave 
risen without teace. The order 
tha-t male prisoners In the frovlnoe 
could wear civilian clothes was 
trumpeted as a major concession 
which followed In the wake of an 
agreement last August to allow 
prisoners en^ged in protest brief 
periods of [^role. Tnlact, the civil¬ 
ian clothes will be official issue, 
not property be longing to the prison¬ 
ers, and the decision is a contempt- 
ibte and shallow subterfuge intended 
to avoid a politically damaging 
hunger strike wM 1st conceding noth¬ 
ing. 

The stetementof Michael A hson, 
Atkins's underling, that the decis¬ 
ion Is E^rt of an 'ongoing evolution' 
in the development of the province's 
prison regime, la not wholly In¬ 
accurate» The move can be neatly 
dovetailed with such earlier stages 
In this evolution as the systematic 
use of torture, brutal Interrogation 
techniques. Jury less Dlplock courts 
and convictlona In the absnce of 
witnesses or evidence to corrob¬ 
orate the confessions of the system's 
victims,- among whom are the blan¬ 
ket men. The Amnesty report of 
19^7 and the Bennel Inquiry of 1979 
catalogued these evolutlotiary ex¬ 
cesses tn great detail but next to 
nothing has been done to prevent 
the [ij, 

The net result of Atkins's dec¬ 
isions fas been to provoke the 
manic I^lstey Into eruptions of 
uncontrollabte but carefully re¬ 
hearsed rage, accusing him of 


Politics 


capitulation to the IRA, In fact hie 
magnanimous gesture of compass¬ 
ion was rather less than that, as 
was shown a few days earlier by 
his order to SAS terrorists to 
raid a house in West Belfast need 
by the frtsoners' aid committee 
(an attack which proved totally 
counter productive). The real pur¬ 
pose of this decision, as stated by 
the prisoners themselves, was to 
stage atte mpt to defuse the whole 
protest and deilect criticism La the 
face of a proteacted hunger strike. 

The truth that the myopic Atkins 
refuses to face Is this: no cosmetic 
changes in the treatment of H Block 
ETlsoners will do any good until he 
concedes the demand for recognition 
of political statuE, which includes 
the right oi prisoners to wear their 
own clotheB and that of free assoc- 
TiHofl, After all, for prisoners 
whose arrest; detention, interrog¬ 
ation, trial and sentencing li^ve all 
taken place under 'speciar emerg¬ 
ency legislation, the demand for 
special prisoner stetus seems 
reasonable and loglcaL In rejecting 
this demand out of hand, Atkins la 
certainly making the greatest mis¬ 
take ol his mlserabte career ♦ it Is 
probable that White law Introduced 
the special category status aa a 
direct result of the mass hunger 
strike In 1972, and the years lead¬ 
ing up to the present crisis point. 

If an]^lng, to an even harder 
resolve. By hlB recent show of in¬ 
eptitude Atkins has simply brought 
the plight of those now on hunger 
strike Into even sharper focus, B, 
as seems bkely^ he adopts the hard 
line attitude developed by Woy 
Jenkins, the confrontation will be 
One from which no face saving 
formula can ever emerge for^ by 
operating In the shadow of twelve 
Republicans who have already 
starved to death this century, he ia 
contesting the incontestable. 

The prisoners In the Maze are 
writing another chapter tn the long 
bloody struggle for a Republic, and 
the press will no doubt apply Its 
usual prejudice and distortion to 
coverage of the strike. But there is 
another, far reaching Issue that 
cannot be Ignored: the man are vic- 
ttms ol a government which has 
ensured coiivlctione where none 
wouki have been forthcoming in the 
normal process of law and. In so 
doing, tbs made the Independence 


oF the judiciary a laughing stock. 

A warrdtig lies here for aUwho 
fear the robust health of a state 
which accepts vetted juries, per¬ 
jured evidence and a jwejudtoed 
Judiciary as commonplace and 
where laws are manipulated as 
tools of opEression and division 
against an aE^thetlc populace. 

The hunger strike of the Maze 
strikers Is only matched by the 
insatiable appetite of a stete in 
search of further excesses which, 
so far, has encountered little 
effective opposition. 

R.T, 


Ih tne preceding article the writer 
argues that the H-block prisoners In 
Long Kesh should be given poUttcal 
status and we think that what he has 
to say on the matter is worth prtnt- 
Ir^, As anarchists, however, we 
believe that the whole question of 
Ewlttlcal status Is meaningful only at 
the point where It becomes meantng- 
less - in otlier words when all irls- 
oners are regarded as poUticaL 

For wherever In the world we 
look we can Ekid reasons for 
giving ETlsonera political status. 

In most countries people are 
Imprisoned after trials in which 
the juries are non-existent or 
picked, tn which defence rights 
are curtailed, or In which the 
laws pre-deternfrtne the verdict 
of guilly, and which are there* 
fore mere, Irrelevant formalit* 
les. Today In England there Is 
a good case for arguing that any¬ 
one detained under laws such 
aa the a-evention of Terrorism 
Act, the Official Secrets Act, 
or indeed the ImEu^lsonment 
(TemEkrary I^ovlBlons) Bill - 
most reoent e?^mple of the way 
government can vote Itself what 
powers it Ukes In no time, when¬ 
ever it feels sufficiently threat¬ 
ened - should be given political 
status. 

But why stop there? Wliy should 
it be more important to grant 
such status to the Long Kesh or 
Armagh prisoners than to those 
in Strangeways, Wandsworth or 
Holloway - yes, and Hampton 
too? Look at the histories of any 
number of men and women or child¬ 
ren in such places and you ^11 find 
them steeped In social and class 
injustice of no less EH^UtlcaI signif¬ 
icance than the histories ol their 
more organised counterparts In 
Northern Ireland, In the final anal¬ 
ysts, we believe, there Is not 
such a big difference between the 
Dlplock courts of Northern Ire¬ 
land and the magistrate s’ courts 
of England. 







Kilner House 


THE occulotion of Kilner House in 
South London continueThe occu¬ 
pation l^ so fa^ the biggest and 
most sign!:ficaiit mass squat, 'against 
the cuts, against council bouse 
sales' , in this specific instance to 
prevent the Greater London Council 
selling off a blocK of 60 renovated 
flats on the open marlset at £20, 000 
a go, and continues to draw interest 
and gain support* This Is very 
encouraging and also vital as the 
squat isnow of such significance, 
especially as Secretary of State 
Heseltine has stopped ail council 
house building, that it needs to 
continue to set an example for-action 
elsewhere alon^ similar tines* 

SEIZE housing: 


Events: The court case of 22nd 
October adjourned for three 
weeks to give the GLC tfniK to jro^ 
duce documentation to the court on 
how the tenants were 'decanted' 
before retiovaUon. This Info was 
Ordered by the judge. He also ruled 
that in future all subpioenas must 
have the courts 'permission' and 
this may make it difficult to get the 
GLC Housing Chairman, Tremlett, 
Into court again* We're worldng on 
'valid’ reasons* The next court 
appearance ta on the morning of 
Wednesday I2th November in the 
Strand* A demonstration will be 
held outside and support is welcome. 
We still need to pubUclse the 
squat more, especially outside 
london, so anyone who can help 
please contact us at 'the Office', 
Kilner bouse. Messages of support 
welcomed as are dotations. We may 


end up with hundreds of pounds of 
court costs, meanwhile we need we 
need money for leaflets, posters etc, 
''Em the Cuts - Support Kilner 
House’' badges available from ub 
15p each + postage. 

Dr, Squatson 
pp. The Occupants 

The Office, 

Kilner House, 

F^gasuB Place, 

C layton Street, 

Kennington I^rk Estate, 
London BE 11 


Errab: In the last article on Kilner 
House ( Vol 41 No, 21), Une 3,The 
second word should read 'marked’ 
not 'masked'* The seventh para¬ 
graph: ’**tbe Stalinist "Morning 
Star" '* The ' Morning Star’ is not 
Stelintst but Euro “Communist* 


US Conference 

PLATNFIE LD, Vt* : In a major 
step forward for the anarchist 
movement, a ppmiimately 200 people 
gathered together over the weekend 
of lS-19 October at the bucolic 
Goddard college, for the founding 
session of the New England Anar¬ 
chist Conference, The conference, 
organised primarily by Vermont 
anarchists, was also attended by 
delegates from the neighbouring 
States of Pfew York and Nbw Jersey* 
Those attending had responded to 
the call for the creation of, 'an 
on-going body of anti-authoritarian 
affinity groups and committed indiv¬ 
iduals who are dedtoatcd to the 
perpetuation of liberty and a truly 
substantive free society '* 

A mailing announcing the confer¬ 
ence had noted, 'We live today in a 
period of historic social crises - 
of crises produced by far-reaching 
imbalances between humanity and 
nature and between human and 
human* Indeed we may well be 
faced with the total anhtlatton of 


human Society in every form, if not 

the complete dtstructlon of Mfe on 
this planet. *,, E we wish bo survive 
we must begin to live* In May-June, 
1&68, the students of I^rls raised 
the magnificent cry : ' Be Healistic: 
Do the Impossible: ’ In the face of 
the crises that loom before us, we 
must now add : E we don’t do the 
Impassible we will surely wind up 
wllh the unthinkable! '. 

Although there was disagreement 
on the Issue of fe.clftBm, those 
present were In basic concesus on 
a wide variety of other matters - 
from ecology to racism and gay 
liberation to femmlnlsm. Delegates 
felt so strongly about the latter 
Issue that the next conference, to 
be held In three manths time, will 
focus exclusively on anarcha- 
femmtnism* The organlBatlDn plans 
extensive networking amopg region¬ 
al amUates* 

Those Interested in obtaining 
Information on the fledgeling organ- 
Isatton, and in redevlng a copy of 
Its news letter, should write to : 

New England Anarchfst Conference, 
P*0, Box 373, Burlington, Vermont 
05402, USA. 

S* Duncan Harp £■ L*N*S* 


Protestors 
on trial 

ON THURSDAY 20th November four 
people arrested during the h&y 
anti-nuclear action at Tor ness are 
pleading 'not guilty' to ’Attempting 
to Rescue a Rrisoner' and 'Breach 
of the Peace' at the Sherril Court, 
Haddington In East Lothian. On the 
trial date people will be picketing 
and takiag protest action In Hadd¬ 
ington - meet at the Sherrlf Court, 
Council butIdlngB at 9,30 am, Anti¬ 
nuclear activists who can't make it 
to Haddington are urged to take 
solidarity action In their own areas 
on the 20th* 

(See FREEDOM voL 41 nos, 21 and 
15 for background details- Eds, ] 
KmmpFEv 

Two of the May arrestees have 
ab-eady been tried. On Friday 26th 
September Tim Horrel was sudden^ 
arrested in his home town of Reading, 
Corititluad on p^ge 4 
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contiDued fTcrri 3 

after tJw police had asked him to 
conne into the poUce statton 'lor a 
chat'^ He wag flcfwti north and held 
fn Dalkeith R)lloe HQ over the week 
end« The police alleged that he had 
failed to answer a' summons relating 
to his May arrest* In fact he had 
never recteved a summons - and he 
had Informed the poltce of his current 
address a month before he was 
arrested. On 29th September Tim 
was found guilty of 'Attempting to 
Hesoue a IVlsoner'and fined £ 50* 

In court Tim's lawyer accused the 
police of 'flagrant maladministration' 
- neither the Ptoduralor Fiscal nor 
the police could offer any explan- 
ation as to Tim's kidnapping. 

POTJCTE T.TRS EXPOSED 

On 15th October Jonathan Walsh 
was found ^not proven^ at Haddington 
District Court on a charge of 'Breach 
of the Ifeace'. In court the police 
witnesses were cloirly shown to be 
lying to cover up an assault on a 
demonstrator by a police Inspector. 
Jonathan described how he ts.d 
protested to the police Irspector 
about the officer Klcldng a demon¬ 
strator in the rite ag be was being 
dragged away. The Inspector imm¬ 
ediately Ordered Jonathan's arrest, 
and he and a police Consteble seized 
hold of Joifithan. 

PCs Eadie and Hunter claimed 
that the defendant had been shouting 
and swearing and linking arms with 
other demonstrators and so they 
had arrested him. Both claimed 
that no police Inspector iad been 


involved at any stage„ Joifithan’s 
lawyer then produced a photo which 
both PCs agreed showed Jonathan 
being arrested by PC Eadie and an 
un-named police Inspector' The 
Constables were unable to offer any 
explaration for this total contradict' 
tion of thetr evidence. 

After both trials leaflets were 
distributed in Haddington denouncing 
the police Kldtupplng of Tim Hcprreb 
descrfblng the May arrests and 
advocating direct action to resist 
slate oppression and stop nuclear 
power* Two mere May arrestees 
have recleved summonses and ftre 
atilt awaiting trial dates, 

I2IBECT ACTION AND THE STATE 
ClAMP-DOWN: 

The state is ctemi^ng down on 
anti-nuclear direct action - look 
for example at the heavy fines Imp¬ 
osed On the demonstrates who stop¬ 
ped the nuclear waste train. U this 
increased state rep resalen succeeds 
it will be a major defeat for the 
anti-nuclear movement. For only 
a wide-spread determination to 
physically stop nuclear developments 
and/or a large scale reiusal to work 
in the nuclear Industry haiB a ctance 
of halting the governments plans ior 
vastly increased reliance on nuclear 
energy. Those in power, in the state 
and in big corporations, have too 
many interests at stake to be swayed 
by protests which stay safely within 
'constitutional channels'. 

In taking direct action against 
nuclear pcpwer we're taking Import¬ 


No Nnkes Haste 


ProvistonalManifesto of NO NUKES 
M USIC types. 

The hunian race must decide in the 
next decade whether life on this 
planet is to survive, whether we are 
to continue to repeat our recent his¬ 
tory through to its inevitable tragic 
conclusion or whether we are to 
fundamentally change direction and 
begin evolving towards a society 
where all people are free to combat 
the one remalJimg enemy - boredom^ 
a society where the only task is to 
in^prove communications between 
individuals, free from sexism, age¬ 
ism, racisnt, ego and ail the sch- 
isnts that have divided people from 
them selves andeachother throughoui 
the history of the globe. 

We are here today to register our 
prate St against the paranoid and 
life-destroying plans of the priests 
of power and purveyors of planned 
personal obsolescence. We are 
therefore the reappearance of a 


desire to totally transform society 
that Last appeared on the planet 
in the late sixties. The targets 
at that time were bore deni and 
the Vietnam war; the targets this 
time are boredom, nuclear miss- 
iltes and fam Lltes and the western 
death culture. We are a re-emer- 
gence of the desire for total free- 
dost that has been the constant 
theme and historical companion 
of rock and roll. Rock has always 
been the purest expression of the 
disgust felt by disaffeoted youth, 
and if we are to disarm and save 
the planet, it will be through 
spreading a coherent anti-profit 
social policy through this power¬ 
ful educational me diun. We have 
the whole 25-year history of rock 
to inspire and reassure us during 
this struggle which we cannot 
afford to lose. 

We, the people who find Bowie 
saner than Thatcik^r, Hendrix 


ant decisions about society's devel^ 
opment Into our own bands. We're 
aasertlTig teat Ifa human needs that 
should count, not the Interests of 
the state and big business. Direct 
acHon against uuolear power can be 
a step towards totally trSTisforming 
society so that vital decisions such 
as on energy policy are made by 
and for everyone, instead of being 
the province d an elite , 

It is vital that the anti-nuclear 
movement In Britain answers the 
attack of the stete on direct acHbn 
here with more direct action Invol¬ 
ving ^m^ejpeo^. Wldes^ead and 
effective actions on the days of the 
Haddington trials can be part d this 
process - and at the same time we 
should be Indicating our determln- 
adon not to be intimidated by stating 
that we will be occupying at Torness 
next May, 

For information about action at 
Haddington ana leaflets about the 
trials contact, Torness Public Fbrks 
department. Box 23, c/o 163 Kln^St. 
Aberdeen, Tel, Aberdeen - 637428 
(Mike). For information about sol¬ 
idarity action elsewhere contact 
Hackney Antt'- Nuclear Group, c/o 
Sun Bower, 83 Blackstook Rd., 
London N4 ; Torness Alliance 
Acorn Books, The Emporium, 

^terchant Place, Beading j your 
local anti-nuclear group - or create 
your Own actionj 

Lssiied by Torness Public I^rks 
Department (Aberdeen section). 


more together than any Rocke¬ 
feller, are the ones who could 
expect the veiled support of off- 
pianct intelligences in our stnigg- 
le to survive, and It is sure ly 
Inconceivably arrogant of the 
hunan race to consider ttself 
the only intelligent life form in 
the universe. 

Richard 

SUPPRESSED 
NEWS CORNER 

The Chinese have exploded an atom 
bomb in the atmosphere. The W.I- 
out and radioactive cloud reached 
Canada on 21 October 1980. Not a 
single speaker at the large CM> 
rally in Trafalgar Square thought 
this important enough to mention. 

PEPE 

(Please send contributions for 
this series). 
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THE C N D demonfitr^tlon in LoTwlon 
on 26 October was certainly the 
largest protest agatnat nuclear iveap 
OTifl iir this country for at least 15 
years* It was agreed that there 
were more people present than the 
organisers^ target of SO, 000 and 
even argued that there were more 
than lOO^OOOj the correct total 
was probably between these two 
figures, but whatever it was there 
were more people there than CND 
has seen since tl® old days. 

It was In fact ^-ery Uite tbs old 
days. Sometimes It seemed like 
the rerun of an old film, with the 
same people saying the same things 
in the same place as before. Some¬ 
times it seemed like a reunion of 
old friends and enemies — and 
their children, '’'^ho now make up 
what CND call the Second Gener- 
atlon. This show can run and run. 
But It was also very unllKe the okf 
days. Among new groups who ap¬ 
peared on the niarch were ecolog¬ 
ists, gays, femtntats, rock fans. 
Among new Interests represented 
at the rally were a Catholic nun 
(whose eomiHriaon of nuclear war 
with abortion drew some boos] and 
the general secretary of the Com¬ 
munist Rirty of Great Brifaln (whose 
presence drew too few boos). 

Some old lessons seem to have 
been learnt. The police allowed 
the march to move continuously 
from Hyde Rirfc to Trafalgar 
Square, which avoided any break 
and any serious trouble j there 
were only a dozen arrests all day. 
Other old lessons will have to be 
re-learnt. The official organls- 
ation of the march and rally were 
far less efficient than In the days 
of Collins and Duff j it was intoler¬ 
able that the speakers had fittished 
before all the marchers got Into the 
square, and that the speakers had 
given so little expression to Ute mood 
of the listeners. There was no one 
on the platform to the left of the 
labour and/or Communist turtles, 
and only one person involved In the 
growing develc pment of a direct 
action nioi,fement. 

The anarchists have as much bo 
learn as to teach. There must 
have been thousands of us there, 
but we had few banners and little 
concerted presence. Several 
hundred extra copies of FREEDOM 
were sold^ but several tbousan more 
could have bee n if we had bee n better 


prepired. There were a few minor 
skirmishes involving anarchists — 
especially a confrontation with some 
pro-Rusatan Spartecists and another 
with police cc^rdons across ^itehall 
-- but we had no real Idea what to 
do or how to do It. n we want to 
take On other Left groups or the 
police we shall have to be much 
more certeln about our almB and 
much more serious about our 
methods. 

Meanwhile, back to the nuclear 
disarmament movenient, where 
there Is much to be done before the 
next big demonstration, M H 


WE ARRIVED at the appointed place 
as we had been instructed by the wall 
posters , Most of us wore our badges 
that marked us as the tainted ones. 
Son>e, bravely [trading their stigma, 
carried banners with our distinctive 
mark. 

All was confusion as the regional 
Kornmandants herded us into our pens 
which were marked out by white tapes. 
Harrassed Kommandants with sheets 
of paper or cUpboards directed those 
who were lost to their units. There 
were about twen^ of tt^se columns 
Side by side starting with those who 
had been fouixl guilty of 'national' 
crimes. These were arranged behind 
their various banners marl^pg them 
of being Involved in {Articular act¬ 
ivities, Then came the various region¬ 
al units. 

There were thousands of us - none 
of us seemed to be able to believe the 
extent of the gathering, the effective - 
ness of the round-up. Many waEidered 
around In confusion crying out for 
their friends and desperately searching 
for dieir appointed places. There was 
much iTnpattent shuffling and stamping 
of feet. Oberfuhrer Benn was even 
gllmpaed at one stage looking very 
calm' and almost unassuinlng,. None 
would guess to look at him thm the 
power of the man. 

Then the time came to move off. 
Some looked in vain for the cattle- 
trucks and delousing sheds but most 
walked calmly and obediently out of 
the park to our eventual desUnatlcn, 
Discipline was rigid. Any who marched 
out of step were dealt with quickly and 
efficiently by kapos^tn armbands. 

There was much cenfuaion again and 
there were many hushed whispers about 
our destination. There were suggest¬ 
ions and innuendos about work camps, 
epeecheSf mass rallies and showers. 


None reaQy knew and none could have 
guessed how appalling Hie eventual 
fate was. 

We were herded into a large square 
with a gigantic phallus in the centre. 

We guessed that this was one of the 
new rnonuments to the heroic age. 
Immerse and lm[E'eseIve stone build¬ 
ings were all around. We assembted 
in the square - all our many thousands 
filling the space and overflowing. It 
took many hours for us all to be forced 
into suoh a Sfdoe. There was Uttle room 
to S{Are and the crush was stifling. 

Under the phallus was a massive 
apffililng ptctiire ol a screaming taby. 

We all knew instlncttvely that this waa 
the way it would be and the image was 
a pertinent reminder ol our impending 
doom in the square. Some cried and 
shouted desperate oathia and ImprecattonB 
but all in vain for the torture soon 
began. 

How awful! how horrible! how ap^All- 
ing it was! Torment forced us to cry 
and shout as various Kommandants, 
Unterfuhrers and other members of the 
state Gestapo came forward on the 
platform under the gTiastly picture 
and spoke, castigating us for being 
so remiss In our duty to the nadon. 

At the end of^ and indeed during, all 
the speeches, there was wl'despread 
walling of grief from the crowd, 
realizing all too late their errors. 

The n the cU max, 

Oberfuhrer Benn steeped forward. 
Powerless and scared most shouted 
a greetlrtg In tl% desperate hope of 
ingp'atiatlng themselves with the 
regime, Benn seemed pleased with 
this impressive display of blind 
obedient docility and be even hinted 
at a possible reprieve. He truty Is 
a clever man who knows eractly how 
to treat his underlings and how to 
force those who stray from the path 
to eventually praise him and groveT 
at hla feet. It was truly Imps^esslve. 

All this lulled many people into a 
false sense of seciiri^ or with some 
others a resignation that their fate 
was sealed. The former group were 
eager by then to join Bennte faction 
and accept the Oi^rfuhrsr as thetr 
One true god - Eln Volk Eln Retch 
Ein Benn. The tatter stood in doolte 
accsptence and watted for the fire 
to start. 

But no? We were not to witness 
this. Instead a fate far too horrible 
to contemptete. We were dismissed 
and sent back to our homelands to 
languish in miserable Impotent bore¬ 
dom. 

Curse those cunning bastards’ How 
do we fight such brilliant manipula¬ 
tion? A curse on them forever! 

DS 

* Internal pqson camp leaders select¬ 
ed from amongst the prlsoiers. 
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Anarchists 

and 

Science 

Dear Freedom 

The response triggered ait m 
Nigel Fennick to one ef Wildcat's 
antics BAerns rernarkdbly SerJous* 
and reminds me of Ehe comments 
made by Paul Peyerabend {in bis 
book Against Metho d) Wfhcn he 
said f« A certain type of 
Anarchism. . . contains precisely 
the kind of Puritanical dedication 
and BQTicnanesa u^hich I dntestr 

....A Dadaist (an Anarchist of his 
persvtaeinn] is utterly unimpressed 
by any serious enterprise and he 
emellB a rat whenever people Stop 
smiling and assume that attitude and 
thosB facial expressions which 
indicate that something important is 
about to be said. ' There is a lot to 
be said lor such a philosophy^ the 
foil meaning of which would require 
a.close reading of Feyerabond^s 
context. The interesting point also 
is that Aj; a in g t Meth od ia a scathing 
critique of 'official science^ tJ over 
there was one. 

One trap Nigel Pennick fell right 
into was his immediate appeal to the 
advance of science itself - its very 
own methods Thus Engel's followers 
were deluded because of the adher¬ 
ence to the then mechanistic view 
of the Universe only by contrast to 
the (much better and presumably 
ADt-So-mechanistic) ‘post quantum 
physics'. it is the same with the 
'simplistic ideas of Darwin' and the 
by implication much more 
authoritative scenario of 'modern 
genetics and molecular biolo'gy'- 
Surely one cannot havo one's cake 
and eat it in auch a Context, I 
would take issue wfth the bald 
statement about Darwin in any case. 
Firstly most of us would agree that 
Kropotkin took a fairly direct view 
of the efficacy of science - in the 
form that Nigel Pennick is attempt¬ 
ing to criticise. Yet it was (as is 
well known in onr circles^ Mutual 
Aid that tried to redress the tu¬ 
bal ance taken by Huxloy iu emph¬ 
asising the 'red in tooth and claw' 
Competitiveness In Darwinism. 
Kropotkin to his everlasting credit 
deeply enquired about the symbiotic 
and synergistic elements in Parwln 
as wall as from a wider view. He 
did this at a time when the ruthless 


capitalistic ethic of Victorian times 
was still running at full current and 
all that was heard Was the Huxlian 
emphasis^ Kropotkin was far 
before his time. His interesting 
to see that Darwin too was very 
Concerned with all the Cooperative 
and mutualist behaviour he saw in 
the biosphere. 

The general theme of Nigel 
Pennick’ s ant I- SC icUCc contribution 
ia one that we kOoW Anarchism as a 
philosophy must soon get to grips 
with. Implicit in his note T believe 
is the observation that it has not 
done So with very much effect as yet^ 

I must agree with that important 
point. Except for the important 
Work of Feyerabend that 1 have 
cited most of the alternative 
thinking on these lines has and [« 
coming from out aide the Anarchist 
field in such areas as that covered 
by the paper Under cu rrents which 
1 Would describe as a slightly Marxist 
'New Left' publicaliork. Then there 
is the work done by the and 

similar groups which criticise the 
idsolo'gy of science, but again quite 
outside the Anarchist tradition. 

There ia another assertion by 
Nigel Pennick that done not stand up 
to reality^ Ho claims that il there 
was Concrete evidence of the para¬ 
normal, in other words pragmatic 
results which worked^ then it would 
threaten livelihoods and reputations 
of scientistSf This is very far from 
the actuality of what would happeni^ 

My alternative prediction is that it 
would immediately make very 
prestigious new reputations. 

Research money would suddenly 
b ec oin e avails bie. There cert a inly 
would be a proliferation of new 
research journals {Annals of the 
Psych odynam ic Inst it ut e^ P r oc e eding s 
□ f Telepathic Information Theory. . .} 
and all this would grow exponentially. 
Finally, the Defence Department would 
fund research into the advance msnt 
of Telekinetic Warfare etc. 1 
admit that real pragmatic results 
would be required first. In the 
event, scientist John Taylor spent 
a long time measuring and actually 
looking into the 'paranormal' (Uri 
Geller and all that) with papers 
actually appearing in Nature at pne 
point. The fact that all ha» faded 


away shows that no wealth or 
weapons or metal forming tech¬ 
niques or 'oTowd control' applicat¬ 
ions were over likely to Como from 
the 'research'♦..... 

but there is another aspect of the 
argument for the paranormal that 
must be squarely faced by Anarchist 
thinkers and that is the use to which 
most of it it put in providing escape 
from reality. This is especially 
true in the external authority offered. 
Scune 'god' will save you in some 
way. The 'powers that be) be they 
ensmte 'advanced alieua') spiritual 
Paranormais, special energy flows 
from 'out there' and s o on^ w ill 
take the re sponsibilitY from you and 
deliver you from the degenerate 
state of humanity. All this is very 
dangerous stuff - It is the real 
'opium of the people'. No Anarchist 
can maintain such escapism surely. 
Yet this does not justify science aa 
the one true faith, but it puts the 
para-alternative B into the satne 
ideological danger area. 

Oi Course science is ideological- 
1 have seen it in covert {and often 
overt) action. Power is accrued by 
the attempt to decry other forms of 
knowledge such as tacit knowledge^ 
skill application - perhaps without 
an orthodox 'theoretical' base^ and 
subjective appreciation. The 
scientific world view is arrogant in 
its dismissive attitude to these. 

But this is a value judgement and 
can be fought on these grounds. Jt 
seems to me that science is firmly 
moulded by and supports the capital¬ 
ist modoj. both the Western corporate 
type and the Eastern state capitalism 
kind. Scientific pUritanism drive s 
for monoculture and uniformity and 
standardisation.. Diversity is not 
particularly Comfortable within the 
norms. Thus it is a view that is 
Conservative and status-quo support¬ 
ing. The scientist Brian Eaelea's 
remarkable book Liberation and the 
Aims of Science an Essay pn 
Obstacle g to the BuildiitB of a 
Beautiful World is a very intereatihg 
and unusual lock at what the gruesome 
continuation of capitalism is doing to 
US still. 

Finally on this point concerning 
science 1 have written a short ana^ 
lysis of it for the journal Gandhi 
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Mara from a lit>eTtarian of 

vi«%. Thii has almady prodticed 
«Dmie into re *t Lug raspona^a La tho 
deb4t«+ [See Gandhi Mara No 17 
Auguit 19BQ. Th* articlo ia 
'Alternativea Dilemmaii; Problemi 
of the Eternal Struggle' ■) 

f!Ae laat point raised by Nigel 
Pennick Involves the problem of 
au-ttioritv ^ He makes the blanket 
statement that Anarchy means 
''Aithnlit authority ^ But J and many 
othftnwould appear to Consider that 
it is nearer ‘non-hierarchical' and 
anti eitiemally applied order from 
above . That it is not just without 
authority can be seen in the number 
of anarchist thiukers who recognise 
the ‘authority of competent b" and 
temporary authority when skills are 
involved in a project. The opposi¬ 
tion is to paternalism based an an 
oppressive assumed authority by 
virtue of elitism. Without falling 
into the semantic difficulties about 
it hers, authorItarianism is the 
hated syndromUj whereas authori¬ 
tative is often accepted in the sense 
of the affinity group and skills 
offering to a project. 

Ah a last word I think we can all 
agree with Nigel PeUnick's aside 
'yes usually hla^ ' when Anarchism 
is being discussed^ This is one of 
the hang-ups with which t certainly 
have to agree- 1 have noticed the 
sexism in many a 'libertarian' 
meeting - I'm sorry to say. 

KEN SMITH 

Caolerbury 
Kent. 


Appeal? 

I think that your readers are ent¬ 
itled to an explanation for at least 
ai much as space allows). | have 
recently written a letter to 
FRJEEDOM mentioning the poAsib- 
ility of starting a new regular anar¬ 
chist magazine 'Autonoiny '. The 
response to this praposition has 
left me wondering whether the mag¬ 
azine la want (dor not ^by comrades 
that It). The theme of the firat 
issue wa* to be 'War la the health 
of the Stale'* The way I envisaged 
this issue and tut her ones was to 
discuss in them basic anarchist 
Ideas as an introduction to and an 
argument for anarchism. I have 
been coukIous for a long time that 
there It a need for such a magazine 
' a liucere and serin us attempt to 
use power of thought and writing in 


order to assist the establishment 
of Social justice' ( George Woodcock) 

Many people!have met recently 
have told me "I have road in 
FUEEP QM that you are starting a 
magazine' or better Still ' how is 
your magazine going?' 

Polite chat aside the only specific 
offer 1 have received was from 
Liaurens Otter whose willingness to 
help I greatly appreciate, f^aurens 
has always been outstandingly 
generous and ha d 'Autonomy' no 
other Contributor it would still be 
worth producing. But paper and 
printing is so expensive nowadays 
that any, duplication of effort should 
bo avoided. X-aurent has reminded 
me 'that you might have something 
In Common with 'Libertarian' 

(which now that John Banks has 
retired and able to devote more 
time to Is Coming out regularly). 

Yet T beirsve the interest in anar¬ 
chism is now so much on the Inc.— 
rcase that it will soon transform 
our existing publications* And more 
than ever a magazine will be needed 
in which OUT ideas are freely offered 
as a contrihution to intellectual 
enquiry. 

Therefore I once more appeal far 
cantributionS|9Uggestions amt disc- 
cuasion in correspondence* I thank 
all those who have already written. 
But I Would like to hear from more 
Comrades before I finally commit 
myself to this task. 

John Rety. 

...ist? 

Dear Comradet 

1 can't be the only read or Who is 
Shocked by the cartoon on the fr'^nt 
page of your issue of October, 
which makes fun of monkeys who 
are black, old, male, and clothe4,and 
which iS therefore speciesist.racist. 
sox ist.and clathist. The next time 
you publish such a cartoon, it ought 
Lo show humans who are white, young, 
fern ale. and naked -- wait a moment 
there's something wrong somewhere. 

Jean Raison. 



□ ear Friends 

Regarding John Broom'it first 
question in relation to ZANtF (See 
FREEDOM letters Vol 41 No 2U) 

I would not seek to engage such a 
partial and simplistic interpretation 


but wouldjrather. issue a challenge 
Contained in these wordsr 

"... if a revolution begins It must 
take the form of a widely spread 
popular movomcnt..durlug which 
movement.In every town and village 
Invaded by the insurrectionary 
spirit the masses set themselvea to 
the Work of reconstructing society 
on new lines. . .the whole of history 
shows ua that men thrown into gov¬ 
ernment by a revolutionary wave 
have nev«r been able to accomplish 
what was expected of them* And this 
is unavoidable* Because in the taak 
of reconstructing society on new 
p rinc ipie s. s e p ar ate me n. h ow evo r 
intelligent and devoted they may be. 
are sure to fall* The collective 
9pirit of the masses is necessary 
for this purpose*"' Peter Kropotkin 
'Modern Science and Anarchism . 
second edition.Freedom Press. 192i 
"The circulation of certain stale 
separatist formulae has obliged us 
tor take a pos it ion. In as clear as 
possible a form.seeking to single 
out What are the important essential 
points of anarchist internationalism 
in the fade of the problem of the 
national liberation struggle. . . 
Anarchists must give their support, 
concrete as regards participatioi^ 
theoretical aS regards analyses and 
B tudy. t o nat i anal li be rat i on st rug g le s. 
departing from the autonomous 
organisation of workers, exposing 
class counterposition in the corr¬ 
ect eat way.that is without different- 
iaticin regarding the national bour- 
geoiBie,and programming the federal 
Construction of the future society 
which must rise fr'-^m the social 
revolution*— That requires though, 
in the first place, clarification among 
mirselves.looki hg ahead,and con¬ 
structing the right analyses for a 
r ev olut i ona ry ana rc hi s t et raCegy. *" 
Alfred M* Bonanno 'Anarchism 
and the National Liberation Struggle' 
Bratach Dubh Anarchist Pamphlet 
Nt. preprint) GUagoWj 

"Wc Should Hot be surprised, 
therefore, if the transitinn from the 
first stage ( national liberation) to 
the second ( libertarian socialism) 
is long and arduous* fn fact.as most 
third world countries have now 
realised.this transition will not oCCur 
without the education of and active 
a«slstance from progressive elem¬ 
ents within the western world - and 
our allies will more than UkeJy be 
the youths from the forest schools 
of Mozambique who will be rekind¬ 
ling the historical context throughout 
tha Zimbabwean countryside*" 

(From the article 'Learning from 
Zimbabwe' FREEDOM Vol41 NolS ) 

Brian Mnrphy 
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ABESIiEEN Libertaricn Group 
c/ p 16? King St,.Ab&rdg&n. 

SBJffiYS tWTT f! * Dav i d ‘ II et oh er, 
nainhrian gt ■ AberTstwvth ■ 
BAlay» l*orry Philips, 1& 

Robert 5t»,Barry, 30U1;L 
Gl^Tnnrg&n. 

ShtPAST’ AriarcTilst Collective, 

Just looks, 7 H/inetavern SHUhi , 
Belfast 1. 

BinMIKftHAU snarchiet s/ane rcha- 
femlniate meet Sundaya» Con¬ 
tact AliaPn at Peace Centre, 
le Moore St.Rin^ayrB'^am 4 
tel. 021 643 09961> 

RIGHTON Libertarian Socleliat 

group, c/o Students Union, 
Falmer House, University of 
Su sajx, Palmer. Brighto n. 

BTElstOL. Citx; 4 BritiBE"13., 

Bristol 3 Btv. 

St udents : Libertarian Society, 
Students Union, Queen’s Road, 

Bri stol. _ 

?TJRiiSlLiiE anarcbietc, Box A, 

41 Pttzro.v 5t.. Cniebrldge. _ 

CAKTEflBURY Alternative Hca- 

earch group, 

Studsnts UniDii , University of 
Kent, Cant erbury,._ ___ 

CARBIFF. write ^^o”One-O-Eigbt 

B ookshop, 106 Ealispurv Road. 

CCtohTRY 7~J0bn £nglana, Stud- 

ente union, university of ^War- 
wick , Coventry, _ _ 

BUELIH Love V. Foitver, Whelan’s 
Bancc Studio, 51 South King 
Street, Bu b11n_ 2. _ 

EAST ABGLiAll Libertarians, 

Martyn Everett, 11 Gibson Gar- 
d era, Saff ron ./ff&lden, Easax._ 

“EXfirER anarchist collective, c/ 

Cofflttiunity Assn., Levor.shlre 
H ouse.. Stocker Pd., Exeter. 

UlaIiCO'A anarchist group, John 

-Cooper. 54 Raithburn Avenue, 

C a stletiLllk, Glasgow G45 __ 

Hastings Anarchists,IMarkwick 


Tervaca^Saint Leotiard'3-on...S*a^ 

East Sua3aK.[a4Z4^} 4Z0 AZO, 

PTin;' Libertarian Uoliec tl^e, I6 
pa rk Grove, Hull, H.Haaiberslde . 
ItEBLF anarchist group c/o Stud- 
ents Union, The University,Kee 
Kee le, _ _ 

Keighley Anarchists^ 37 Park'A'oqd 
St reet, Keighley^ BDZl 4QHr 

LSETEter' anarohiat group, c/o 
Adlan James, S.B,U, 0 . Lampeter, 
Dvf&d $A 4 S 7 £B, Wales. 


Liverpool Anarchii^t Group^ 
cfo Hyvei Ellis^ Student B' UTnioi^ 
Liverpool Univoraity^ Liverpool. 
LEAIlINGTOJT & Warwick, c/o 
£2 path St., Leamington Spa^ 
LEk 3§” Dave BrownV 50“Paris Row, 
Knaresborough (nr. Harrogate) 

, Yorkshire ■ 

5g EST’EE , BlacIttHorn’~Bobk!j, 

74 Highcroes St. [tel. Leic. 
21896) and Libertarian Educa¬ 
tion, 6 Boaqongfield Rd. [tel. 
Le in. 5520651. 


L 0 ]I B 0 N : 

Anarchi 9 t-Feminiate write to Bqjc 
33 Rieirig Free, ISZ Upper Street, 

Ki or les^ve a. message there. 

Anarchy Collective, 57e Gros- 
venor Ave., R.5 (01-559 4794 
before 7 pDi). Meets each Thura. 
from 7 pm at Little A Press, 

1 Metropolitau Wharf, Wapping 
Wall, E.l [£ca bus or Wapping 
tubel. 

ANARCHA UNITED MYSTICS meet 
each Thursday from S pm at the 
Half-Way House pub, opposite 
U H-aden ^wn Tube Station, London. 

Freedom Collective, 841 White¬ 
chapel High St {AJlgel Alley) 

El (01-247 9549). Aldgate East 
tube, nr* Whitechapel Art Gal- 
1ery.) 

Kingston anarchists, 15 Ben- 
niark Rd ., .Klngoton-upon- 
Thames [01 549 3564), 

London Worker* Groi^ Bojc W LSE 
Upper Street N1 (0 J-Z47-7042) meeta 
Tueadaya Sprn at Metropolitan pub 
75 Far ring don Road. 

NEW LISTING.,. 

South London Anarchists c/o Box 
33 Rising Free ISA Upper Street Nl. 

X TRA I St ru c t urele s s Tyranny, 

182 Upper ^t,,, lellnf^on.M,!, 

MALVERN fr Woreeater area, Jock 
Spenee, Birch wood Hall, Sto^r- 
r i dge ■ lialv ern_ Wore e. _ 

NURWICH anarchists c/o’ Free- 

wheel Community Books, 56 St. 
Be nedicfa St., Norwich .Nor-folk 

W’&TTrSGHAM, c/o Hushroojii, 10^^ 

Heathcote St. (tel.583506) or 
15 Scotbolme Ave., Hyson Green 
ftel. 70S502). 

OLI^AU. Nigel Broadbenti14 

Westminster Rd., Failsworth, 
M anchester. _ _ _ 

OXFORO anarchist group,Anarchist 
Worker* groupj, Anarcho-FeminiatS/ 
and Solidarity,all groups c/ a 34 
Cowely Road Qclord. 

PAiELEV anarchist group aro un¬ 
fortunately contactablo through 
Student* [Jnion,Hunier Street, 
pa i a ley, Re nf r ew o hire. 

Plymouth Anarchiftii iis.st.pau- 
eras Ave. Paniiyoroea Plymouth 

SH^fiNbSA St Midglamorgan, 

Henning Andersen, ■Smiths 
A rms ’ , Treherbcrt, Hldalfljn ,- __ 

SHEPPIELB-anarchists o/o 4 

Havelock Square, Sheffield 
SlO 2FQ. 

Libortarian society: PO Box 
la e. Bheffleld SIl SSE.__ 

SWANSEA Don Williams, 24 Derl- 

w yn. Dun v an t. Swan s6 a ^_ 

Swindon area. Hike ,’'Grbuhds- 
well Farm, Upper Stratton, 
Swindon.______ 

TAYSBJF Anarehlit Group 3L IS8 
St r at hm a rl in* Road Dundee 
TORBAY anarchist federationp 
24 Beverley Rise, Brixhani, 
B evon. _ ■ _ 


KA 210 NA 1 . 

MllLANDS Federation, Secreta¬ 
riat ,c/o Coventry group. _ 

NORTH BAST Ahsrohist Federa¬ 
tion - as for Hull. 

THAMES VALLEY Anarchist Fod- 
* rat Lon. - contact Olford group. 

BIHFCT ACTION Movement, Sec. 
c/o BOX 50, 164/166 Corn Ex¬ 
change Buildinga, Hanging 
Bitch, Manchester M14 5^^*- 

LIBERTARIAN Communist Group 
[publ. ’Libertarian Communist’ 
qrtly), IfCG c/o 57 Clerkenwell 
Close, London EGl* 

SOLIDARITY libertarian oommun- 
ilst organisation {publ, 'Soli¬ 
darity for Social Revolution’) 
c/o 1E5 Lathom Rd,, London e 6. 
Groups & mama. In mony towns. 

Events 

An axhibition of photo-c oHagas by 
Mike Die kin* on i« being held at 

GaLy'a the Word Community Book* 
*hop 66 Marchmout Stf**t London 
WCl for two veeka from November 
9th. The title of th* exhibition 
trlmeH at the Future - and thofr 
Ksmedy" and it ihows varlotia 
lunatic* wielding theJr vain power 
against th* oppressed. It’s open 
7 day a a week from 11 am -7 pm 
it^s free and cheap refreshments 
are available. 

Public meeting 'Medical lU-Treal* 
ment and Secrecy in our Prisons’. 
Speakers from Prop Radical Alt- 
a rnatives to Prison and Friend* of 
Matthew O'Hara. Thursday 27th 
November 8pm at Ceuterpri ic , 

136 King* land High Street,London,£6. 
Speakers from the audience esp¬ 
ecially those with prison CKperioiice 
welc ome. 

Public Meeting organized by Solid¬ 
arity Manchester at the Star and 
G a rt e r. F airf ie Id St reelManc heater. 
Africa - SocialisiTi ot Barbarism, 
7.45pm Friday I4th November. 

Mjde anarchist (3d) seeks flat bed 
sit or place in shared house pref¬ 
erably within walking distance of 
Caledonian Road failing that any¬ 
where in London . Please contact 
Malcolm Kopkin* c/o Housmana 
$ Caledonian Road Kings Croee 
London Nl. 
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Beyond The Fragments 

or 

Beyond The Left ? 

Thii lA the tfcKt oI i leaflet diplribuled at The Beyond the Fta>[mcntt canfereace Jield a couple ol montha ajo Iq The 
conferonce was ao attempt to examine the increaein^ fragmentation 4 a 4 ^aextarianlpm which ii currently crippling the lettf 


THE twentieth cantury haa witnessed a c^zzltng c^fsplay ol 
political convulsicma* It has reached a point wj^re there Is no 
political position wMch Is too ridiculous Icr some |;ang of 
Idtots to hold - and this has generally hesn In the name of 
socUIlsm^ Since the defeat of the revoluttonary wave tn the 
period Immediately following the first world war - a defeat 
engendered t^ttie social democrats (Germany^ Austria, 
Hungary, Italy) and the bolsheviks (Huesla, Chlifr} - the left 
las been reduced to a decomposing heap of shit. 

The weakness of the prole^rlan struggle Is shown by the 
fact tlAt It fas Only Surpassed this heap of shit in an Isolatsd 
way (Polard 1970^ Frartce 1968^ Italy L96S, various strike 
waves in la tin America and more recently the wave oi strikes 
In Poland). The present conference las been called In the face 
of the critical state of decomposition that the left has reached^ 
Its purpose is to lash together some series of com'^Dmiees so 
tlatwe may witness the pitiful spectacle of the left Umplng 
harmonicFusly along for a few more years. To this we urAsham- 
edly oppose our purpose in coming i^re '' to frustrate any 
attempte to breathe life Into sorne kind of Frankenstein's 
monster constructed out of the decaying retnains of the polit¬ 
ical movements of the last two decades. Secondly, we wish 
to poee the question of proletarian autonomy in opposition to 
all the permutations of reformism, from tte Labour I^rty 
to the more exotic Trotskyist sects, in oppoeition to ail 
bureaucracies whether entrenched In power tr merely serving 
senoe apirenticeshlpin gr^ssrocts campaigna or an obecure 
party. All these are ^arts of the old order, obstacles In the 
way of the revolutioiAry struggle to put an end to wage ^bour 
once and for alL 

THE HETOR V OF THE LEFT 


the Critique of th& Gotha Programme In fhvour of unity 
(it was not published for Sixteen yearslL^) From that 
moment any revolutionaries who rcnialfied within soclat 
democracy remained submerged below the bureaucrats 
and reformists, Aiy who showed their heads (e.g. 'The 
Young ftoplc' - die Junge -expelled in 1E91) were soon 
kicked Out. 

The 'great debates’ of social democracy (revisionism 
va* orthodoxy, Uie contributions of Hosa Luxemburg, the 
spilt between the bolsheviks and the mensheviks) remained 
within the framework of social democracy acid therefore failed 
to confront tie fact that social democracy ftartlcularly In 
Germany) was commited to the treservatlon of eaptlalism hut 
In a more atatified icrTn. The debates failed to shake the grip 
of refarmtsm, and any attempt to expe I factiona that constantly 
compromised themselves with their matioiAl governments 
came to nothing. 

The origins of fascism and uatloml socialism lie In social 
democracy, Ttwas organised on a THtlonal basis with septrate 
national programmes. It generally supported Its respective 
governmente on the outbreak of the first world war, except 
when this was not seen as being In the national interest. The 
fascists merely abandoned the pretetKe that the whole of sac^ 
lety should Submit to the nationaTln'ferest, and for this they 
could not be forgiven. 

The Hubs [an revolution was at the forefront of a revolution¬ 
ary wave that swept the world. The appearence of workers’ 
councils (soviets) provided a framework tor the self- organis¬ 
ation of the working classes. From the outset they had to 
overcome the llmilations of the mensheviks. The bolsheviks 
put cut the slogan, ' A11 power bo (he soviets,' bo ease out 


Ever since the worhii^ class appeared on the MatoricaL 
stage as the [Tbletariat - as a class specifically exploited 
through the wages system - it has had to struggle for its 
own Interests against the bourgeolBie and the petit bourgeois 
le. In ttie nineteenth century capital had not developed lbs 
real domination over soctety and for the most part had 
barely estehUshed its formal domiTStlon, The working class 
was only of conducting ite struggle as a claa among 

all the others. It piirs:ued its interests within capitalism 
through unions and political parties , Even then they lad 
*0 struggle against those etements of the bcHirgeotste 
and the petitjbourgeolsle who always attempted to submit 
the worUng classes to the Intereste Of titelr social 
strata. 

Following the Paris Comrmine, this struggle was lost 
With the collapee of the First Inter national. The Second 
Inter natioial was funds menially based on appeasement 
with the capiiallBt system, Marx and Ei^ls put aside 
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mexichevIlEP front Influential poBftionB^ However as thej' coa- 
soticiatad ttemaelveB In tine hlelier echelons of Uie ablie they 
could (tick aside the soviets^ which they had used as a ladder 
to power. They then introduced 'Bcientiftc tnampeTnent^ and 
the mtlitarlBsUon of labour to revitalise tuackward russUn 
capital, (Trotsky sliares with Muse Clint the dubious distltKrtion 
of having got the trains to run on time) The supprasafcn of 
Kronstadt and Un f^trograd strikes confirms i^t the sovteta 
no longer exEressed the aelf’^ganisatlon of the working 
clasaes^ but the bureaucratic organs for the Implementation 
of bolshevik policy^ 

The Third International never threw off the Inheritance of 
social democracy, Pevolutionarics were the first to champion 
the ruBslan revolution and mistakenly saw the Third Inter¬ 
national as Its Internatioral mouthpiece« But whilst the bolsh¬ 
eviks strangled the revolution In Hussla^ they also saw to It 
that any* revolutionaries In the Third Inter national were pushed 
out (such as the Communist Workers I^rty Of Germany, KA 
in IS20)^ reducing the interraticn4 to an arm of rusetan dip¬ 
lomacy, The communist parties made peace with capllaitsTn 
and presented themselves in the elections, the market place 
0(,1(fealDgles^ offering rival schemes for the reform of caplIaL 
The rise to power of a bufK>on tike Stelln, or the comic post¬ 
uring Of his alcer’Ogo Trotsky could only lake place in such a 
ettmate. 

The direct action of the s^nlsh workers In 193fl/7 was 
quickly subordirated to the n&eds of the bourgeola re public by 
the Clh'/FAl. Any revolutiomry activity was Submerged in a 
[review of the second world var« The whole gamut of the left 
put Its faith In capitalism and imperLalism with its support of 
the allies In this war. Antl^&eclem served as a justification 
for the bombings of Dresden^ Hiroshima and Nkgasaki^ 

Since the war^leftists Ifive been reduced to cheerteaders 
for russlan Imperlalisir fVletiam) and the ratiotftllsation of 
production through State owned monopolies,. From dissolving 
the revolutiomry pi^oject In reformism, the left has gon^ on 
to become the tdeolo^cal epearhead of capitalism, 

MCDERN SOClA L RE LArlOf® 

The social and political cotflgurations of modern oapiteHsm 
have greatly developed over the last hundred years. Fundem- 
enlally capital has extended its real domli^tion over society 
(see Capllal VoU. Clep6, and the ^'resuHate', Also ' The 
Wandering of Humanity' by Cammatte .) Thla has several 
resultsf The ellmimtlon or TnarginaKsation of tiie traditional 
petit bourgeoisie. In the industrialised countries they h^ve 
been integrated Into the larger formations of capitel, In the 
less industrialised countries either this hfls happened or they 
have been reduced to the shanty town level of oxtsteurce. As 
Uwtr star has waned they have been reptooed by the growing 
ranks of apparatchnlkfl^ the technocrats and tHcreaucrats^ the 
social werkers and the Frofesalorals of the mediation oi social 
confUct, This-social layor has retained no political independence 
of capltaUsm, White they mtfln about the disasterous nnanUest- 
ations of the contradictions inherent In capltallem^ they are 
never [rei»red to take this to the point of opposing the fun- 
demental eauises^ These layers constitute the heartland ol 
teftiam and betray its Inability to reform itself. Picking over 
the remalnfl of the ctess struggle tiieyare only tre^Ared to 
adopt and champion those tactics or aspects ttot have proven 
themselves as useless as regards a Dolltlc of the actual over¬ 
throw of capital, 

Untons have been completely Integrated Into the management 
of c&pltallsm. Any Idea of revolutioiAry clangs, which was 
present at the turn of the century in syndicalist circles^ has 
comptetely disappeared, IhtionLsm Ls nothing more than the 
{Tfictice of reformism In the workpUco, They have become 
a flection of the state [srtlcularly sensitive to the mood of the 
workers. They are always ready to push for clnngea that will 
help capital function more flmoothly In the face of workers' 
demands, or that will Increase the range d power cf tJieir 
[Arttcular fief. In disputes the most they can offer ts assist- 
atice In a legal manner - I.e, upholding the rule of law as 
regards Industrial retetiotts. Thus on the one hAnd they help 
workETH as livltvIdiAls with thetr grtevances where according 
to bourgeola law the bosses have overstepped the ufArk^ whilst 
on the otiwr hand they frustrate the ^neral struggle of the 
lyoritiTig tlsfla which must be beyond the lirw, which miist 
confront the law that they jrotect. In this way the Utidons can 


pronely be described as the police foroe of the shop floor. 
When they row with other capita.list factions such sfl with the 
tortes Over the employment law, they merely react Uiffi any 
other police force when Ite powers are threatened vtith limit- 
ations. This struggte ts to ensure that thetr powers are duly 
codified In the statute book. 

Since the nineteenth oentury relorms removed women and 
children from whole areas of work, the nuctear family has 
evolved as the particular form of the family in bourgeorts 
society. In this way work in the home has teconoe dominated 
by cApltel although housewives are not waged workers. Camp¬ 
aigns such tB *Wagea for Housework' rather that {i-oviding a 
fruitful basis for struggle merely make this relation clearer, 
an] underline the necessity for a struggle against Uie global 
domination of capitsL The struggle Icr the liberation Cf 
women must be seen as an essentia l nnomefit In the struggle 
for communism. But It is not possible to reduce the subjuga¬ 
tion of women to this formal aspect. AH this sexist shit with 
which this society abounds has Its matei^l, tasis In the way 
which we are obllgod to survive. Capital hes only ha If-digested 
the old pBlrlarchAl relations ol feudal times. lAliiist [Atrlarchy 
is not formally a necessary (Art of capitalism (i.#, it Is 
possible to describe the essence of cepHaltsni without refer¬ 
ence to It} It is an histortcal necesalEy due to the social 
relationfl which preceded Its domlmnce. Faced with the poss¬ 
ibility of the physical disintegration of the working class In 
the nineteenth ceittury, It was necessary to assure the rejro- 
ductloti of the workers through the'family wage' and the 
nuclear family. This involved the famous Victorian supprealon 
of seTOjallty. Now sextality has re-c merged in a dlsLorlied 
form whereby Hts isrt of commodity relations. One aspect 
of this Is the [x-esentetlon of women as sexual objects to be 
consumed by men. 

Imisrlallsm has become a permanent feature of the capLt- 
ahet econon5y. tatloiAl liberation has been reduced beyond 
farce (the Easter Rising, Dublin 1916) to the readjustment of 
capitalist explollation. The iiteblltty cf China to malnlalTt an 
Independant line v-tfl-a-vis tite twin superpowers of the Soviet 
Union and the USA shows that the prospect of Independence 
for less powerful countries ta out of ^ question . Even the 
illuslOfr of independetitca la d(aappearing as entente is being 
eroded by InterTAtional tensions. Imperlaltsm fts a generalised 
phenomenon revolves around two pole a, Moscow and Washing¬ 
ton. The other rations can only aspire to the dubious IreedO'm 
of choosing their own masters. All the mtipral liberation wars 
can Only offer to harness popular discontent to the rational- 
tsatton of the state. ^ they do not ha^'e a strategic importanoe 
they will fWl to get the tacking of the rival Imperialism ( eg. 
Ireland), The only resolution of global Imperialism will be 
generalised war. The pious atetements of the teftiea In the 
Labour ^rty only offer an Insipid form of pacifism which 
proved Ite weakness in 1914. It will do nothing to Impede the 
progression towards war. This can only be checked by class 
struggle leading to world revolution wHich win end the causes 
which spawn these belligerent tensions. 

PERSreCTIVES OF '^BEVOtNB THE FRAGMENTS" 

AH this shows that It is necessary to oppose the ^left'. All 
the detAte around 'Deyoud the fragments ' Ias thrown up Is 
guperitolal and structoaI crttlclsm of B»e left. Is It suprlsing 
thafife left (untons, campAlgns, the labour ^r^y, and all 
the lesser parties whether Stellnlst, Trotskyist or ^oist] is 
heir ar chi CAL sexist and continues to threw up a steady stream 
oftraltors'. Its function Is that of z protective flank to capit- 
allsm, Dtscontent is steered Into LnstltutioiAllsed channels,A 
vast apparatus has been'bullt'p providing lots of little niches 
for careerists to make themselves at heme In. 

The left is rotten to the core . The rival factions wrestle 
with each other In attempt to capture the hearts and minds of 
the workBrs. They make tactical concessions to the autonomy 
CFf the proletariat In order to carry out their strategic priority: 
a return to the more ordered terrain cf reformism and the 
bolstering cf thetr pjoUtical base. This strategy la obscured by 
a thin veil Of 'revolutiomry' verbiage. An example of when 
this thin veil slipped: during the Lewisham rtot of 1977, when 
young blacks came out to violently confront both the NF and 
the [lOUoe, an SWF member with a megapiione was cAlling on 
the rioters to desist from their physical attack on thetr 
immeadfate oppressors. They merely pAused for a wMle to 
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stone this i^irSBeiitlllvo erf and order. C( course there 
sre other eAmples that fioncemall the other grou;^^ 

^'Beyond the I^agmeTibs’ goes no futher ttdjiatteinpt to refer in 
reforrnlsin* It attemptB to Ijury the fundamental tEnslon between 
reform setf-^volutlonlelng tendency cf ^f^taUsin] etvl 
revohitilon (the aboUtton of capiialtBin). Tbte tension ts lost In 
a delate on the tangential asi^ects of leftfem - thts Is not to 
deny their Importance but bo assert that they reeult from the 
fuflctton trf leltLsm^ Uke capltatlBn:) as a vhole the left is In 
crisis. Its pleas for people to motriUse behltal It fall on i^f 
ears, {eg» the fissco of the Vby,day of Taction"). Those 

people Involved In the left who have a greater sensitivity to 
the movement of the c^ss and to their own frustrattons are 
'Well represented at this conference. There are also those here 
■who are essentialy Involved In a flight from reality - horrified 
by the social de^y they see around them^ they retreat Into 
even more vatu^>ephraseology. Disenchanted with tta left, 
they enterteln liberal illualcns that are ridiculous even by the 
standard ctf the old nineteenth century Utopians, To these we 
hMnolhlng to say- they understand nothing anyway. It is to the 
former we address ourselves. 

There aye also the cynical maul pula tors... 

BEYOND THE lEFT, lEESPECTIVES OF AUTONOMY, 

We assert the revolutlorary potential of the proletariat In 
oppoeltlon to bougeols Ideulo^, whether In the garb of the 
traditional bourgeoisie or dressed up In the beautiful red livery 
of the left. 

We reject the subordiiAtlOin d communism to Ihe scant att- 
alnmente which can he obtained In day to day struggle ( and 
which are so rapidly snatched bacic). Dally practice must utitte 
the immedlati struggle with the overall project In an open and 
honest way. {No more of the Idea of 'trickingthe worRers Into 
tjelng revolutionary through Trotsicyist traTisttloi0.1 demands.) 

We refuse to speak for or to represent the class l.e. we 
represent ourselves as a fractlott of the revoUitloiSLry move¬ 
ment, no more, no less. As such we preseint our views as just 
that; our views. We do this forcefully so as to be heard. We 
expject others to do Hie same. We clattn no privileges. We are 
not a vanguard. 'Wo do not seek followers or converts buteqi^L 
partners in the revoludomry mcnt-einent. We are not sectarian. 
What liberals seek to pees off as sectarianism Is no more than 
our Intransigence against the most highly developed forms ol 
capiltallst Ideology. 


We call for aU slruggtes to be cotnducted through direct dem¬ 
ocracy- Irislantly revocable delegation,^ dodslons inisde by mass 
meetlnge, ote., «dth ' the exclusion of representlttves of the 
bourgeois order I.e. union officials, polItlclanB etc. 

No abrndonment of the struggle a^tnst sexism, racism or 
nattonaUsm for some Illusion, of unify. H there Is ci^lict tn 
these fields !t must be tackled from ths outset. 

Revolution Is changtng social relatlonB not just wlzlng 
power. ConsclouSTiees changes through action. We fight as 
much to change ourselvea aa to change the objective UmltatlonB 
v& auff^ f^om. These two asps eta are in&epnrabte. 

These are poUdea of confrontation - we must^ce the real¬ 
ity <rf capitelttm and realise that eodatlsm Is more than just 
a tew chMp words. We are serious. We recognise thst piollt- 
ical acHvIfy Is not all beer and skittles, that we are likely to 
be the eubject of rerreBslon. (It tae already started). Those 
who are not prepw^d to fare this unpleasantness shoukl stop 
playing nt eoclattsm. (They will not however be able to escape 
the Lnereasing mtaory of capltellBm. ) 

We have spoRen of the proletariat In this priece. We want to 
clarLfy the use of thiB term. We are not toying to create some 
new kind of worker Ism, We recognise that modern capdtellsm 
has heightened class divisions at the same time as having 
mystified them. The proletariat is defined pDliticaLly, It Inc¬ 
lude all those who are excluded from wealth and piower, whose 
lives are directly dominated by capital, who lave bo live on 
the left-overs of the bourgeoisie ai^ their hangers on. It Inc¬ 
ludes all these In their collective fltouggle. It specifically 
excludes all those who Bve by the naimputation of others - 
teachers, social workers, journalists, administrators etc. 

Our analysis does not have all the answers, but It poses 
some Impxir tent questions. We have not had the opipcrtunlty In 
thts teaftet to discuss all the relevant areas. We hopie we have 
drawn Out a coherent approach. Many questions still lave to 
be teckled, l,e. what form will the unitary organs cf toe pro¬ 
le terlat teke In the light of the contempur^y form of capital¬ 
ism, how wiU the division of production and reproduetton be 
overcome, and that of dfy and countryside and town, of dUf- 
erent levels of development. However toes questions can only 
be teckled as the communist movement emerges from Its long 
sleepi, as the working class starts again to assert Its own 
autonomy. 
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Ihiionism in Italy 


Tranalalor’s n'Hej In 
ItAly cneat Are 

in uniona 

according to political/ 
raligiouA aHUiatioB not 
by Trade. Therefare in 
tranalat Ing the U'ar'd 
'Syodicati^ (as in Syndic- 
Sttsm) 1 have used either 
Wf^rlcert Unions or simply 
Uni . 

*Caiaa IhtegraEicoc is 
a sypteEn whereby a 
worker ie laid off but 
still receivet a Riinimial 
wage from the ecnployeti 
III is ueuaUy followed by 
sacking. 


’’AT the same ttme that our organlBattons have receiredl max¬ 
imum recognition as Institutions, our real piower Is at a mlh- 
Imum,admitted with disappointment Franco BentivogU, nat¬ 
ional secratary cl the engineering workers. After years ol 
’'reassuring victories", could It be that we are at beginlngs 
of a crisis for the Italian workers' unions. It seems to be so, 
even 'though the unions' climb to piower has been ucatated lor 
the |sst thirty years. Today,union teaders are periodically 
consulted by the government The uraragement must agree 
with the unions on work and production programmes. The IMF, 
when tending money to Itelyjla not sattsHed with onfy the gior- 
antees of the lYeasury but also seeks the unions' commitment 
to rralnteintng the ecotwnulc irogramma and certain cute In 
pxibllc Spending, A power that has few eqiAls In Europe. A 
power that has grown Itt leaps and bounds since the stouggles 
for autonomy In 1959. Just at the ttme of its major crisis, 
when the workers' struggles became autonomnus, overriding 
the union bureaucracy, we observed Its revtvaL Tha shock, 
tosumattc as It was, resolved Itself Into a healthy strengtoan- 
Ing, The union teadBrs" ability to take over agteln showed 
acute political tntelllgience, Criticised harshly by the teft, 
having thrown into dtsorder the tredltloial structures from 
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th& birth of the uidte^ shopfloor coutnttteea and bter the fact¬ 
ory coDmltteea^ Qte union boose b re Imposed their otfn strat¬ 
egy for the control of woruere'' stru^les, reducli^ the com- 
mlttEeB to peripheral appendages of the union structure. Even 
more striking tf we consider the rise In ineinterBMp, In 19S3 
paid-up memhere of COIL (made upol Communlats and Sodal- 
istBji, of ClSL (CalhollcB) and UIL CSoctaUsts, Republlcana and 
SCHdal Democrats] numbered 4, 731, 34Q; in 1973 this total had 
risen to 6,433, 493, and by 19TB to B. 4S3,399, This is Out of 
a total rf about 30 mllUon worhera (of whom 14, Id, 900 are 
employees), so It represents a level of uniotit^tlon of 39,9 
per cent, an^on^ tip highest In Europe, lower only than that 
In Grilaln, The etrongeat body la the CGIL^ which or^nlses 
33 per cent Of the unionised workers, followed by the CISL 
with 33,3 per cent and the UlLwLth 13.7 per cent. 

A union (we nuay use the singular, because even though 
there are three they nearly always worh together as a team, 
even tf the process of unfftoatlDn begun a few years ago ms 
suffered many setbacks], then, which "controls'' a large E^rt 
of the workers, generally the mere militant and politicised, 
which can count on large amounts of moifiy comlne in. The 
Sum of the contrlbuttona in 1979 came to 69 milliard lire 
(£30 milHonJ for the CCIL, 40 milliards (£20 mllHon) for 
the esm and 29 milliards (£10 million} lor tlic UIL. This 
revenue has become constant because of the ^UieLegated con- 
trLbutlon'> ayB^nt, Whan workers aje takan on, they fill in 
s form which delegates t» the maiAgement the job of [Aylng 
thalr uTdon contributtons which are withheld from their 
packets. This conUnues until the worker decides to wlthcfraw. 
In this way the union is asseted of a constant flow of money 
which allows them to build up a considerable bureaucracy. 

The CGIL employs B, 000 people, of whom 6,900 are full-time 
and 2, 900 are'Tjorrowed" from factories, businesses, £ro. 

The CaiL has B, 090 employees, of whom 4, 000 are salaried 
airki 2, 000 are “Tjorrtwed" or ]SLrt-t(me. The UIL fas 3, 290 
employees, of whom 2,390 are fuU-tlme, almost 300 are 
f^t-Ume administrators, and the rest are part of the "tech¬ 
nical aptaratus^'. The "borrewed'' workers axe so called 


becauae even though they are \Rrt of the union apparatnia 
they receive thefr pay from their place of original employ- 
ment; in this way the union can count on a large number of 
full-IIme actlvlste being paid for by the "business counter¬ 
part". The wag^s of these union workers are^in the nuip^the 
same as other workers in industry, 66,7 per cent of them 
earn between 400, 000 and ^00, 000 lire (£200-£399) a month, 
31.3 per cent between 690^ 000 and 999, 009 lire (£ 309-E45CI], 
and 1.7 per cent over 900, 000 lire (£459*) a month. 

But tlie Union ap^ratua doesn^t end there. The previously 
mentioned struggles of 1969 brought about the birth ol the 
"Unton of Councfls'’, and thousands of workers gained the 
right to carry on union work within the factories during wcrii- 
Ing hoifrs. The approximately 4, 900 ^'b€?rrowed" workers arc 
Only a small ffirt of the new class of peripheral unlonisba. In 
1077 In llaly there were about 32, 090 councils with 206, 900 
delegates representing 5,IBS, 000 workers. An impressive 
pDllttcal apparatus with branches everywhere, 70 per cent In 
northern Italy, The Influence of the union doesnU stop at this 
political machine for the control of eonfllcte, but for several 
years tea gained a measure of contro'l In atete insUtetfons. 
According to recent research, union repiresentativeB are Re¬ 
sent, with dtrcclora'' powers, on many of the economic and 
political decision-making bodies of the state. They sit on 
many cbrnmlUiees attached to 17 mintstrles, as well as some 
connected with the cabinet, on various government economic 
Institutions (consultative bodies of the CIP - Inter ministerial 
Committee of Prices and planning bodtes), In the health And 
social security deprtmente (ucdonlst majority In the Admin¬ 
istrative Council of the INIE] and a myriad o^r bodies, 
boards and various local, pi'ovlnclaLand regional committees. 
Besides these there are the S3 biggest public instlbuttons 
(those tiat have a budget of over 1 milliard (£509, 990] in 
which the union has 2S3 representatives; this consHtutQa 
32,7 per oent ol the total admlnls bra ting councillor s. 

The Influence of this legion (A unionists installed In the 
slate nmehtne can 1:o better understood tf we analyse the 
Importance of the IKP5 (l^tioul Institute of Social Welfare), 
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"We are the tMrd Wgi^st InattbjUon after the of Italy 
aM the Ipr' declared Its director Iti 1877* In fact tlK INFS 
adTclitlsbers 65 mlllfarde (E32* 5 m.Lt controLs the iaUdihL 
fnBuranDe contrtbtitions of 23 mllUcm workers^ it auppHes 
about 13^ 000^ 000 penalons and has contrlbuftiaTi agreements 
with 1* 200^ 000 tjuflinesses; It rflcelws anniAlly S. 000, 000 
requests for fDans Ctrom pensions to supplen^ntar^ benHts 
for IkmtUea, from Insurance against uneinplcyment to 
savings]. It has over 25, OOO eiuployees. 

If these lists of facts, flgurea, slatlatfca and percentages 
don't seem to leave any doubt as to t}« power of the unions 
In Kalian polities, there lBjthough,fl consideration which 
minimises this power. The roechanisin of subscription and 
delegated contributions to the mamgeiment develops an auto¬ 
matism that,on the one handjproducefl a etUfenlng of the 
unionlBlng procedure -above aUwllh regard to the mainten¬ 
ance and entarge rnent of the itomber of subscrlhers - and on 
the other hand tends to perpetuate a high level of 'forinar 
organisation. TMs la so even when confronted with a loss of 
conaensus with the unfonffl strategy, undermining tit real 
process of legltlmtsation of the union. Already some ol the 
union's analysts denounce this ftetaa the moat worryteg 
conffiqosnoe cf the lntroduct.on of the 'delegation^: a formally 
strong union, but effectively power leas in the admlnlsbratton 
of conflicts. This, however. Is more of a potential problem 
than an achAlity, even though many of the recent struggfes 
were born outside the union or even against Lt, It Is enough 
to remember the struggles of the h[:iOpltal workers, air 
stewards and hootesseB, the railway workers etc. As well as 
the flowering of autonomous unions - from the pilots' to the 
tGache^B^ from the bank clerks^ to the civil servants', from 
the railway WOTiKcrs' to the Uny unions of mlnl-calBgarlea 
ol professlotals. The attitudes to this phenomenon vary con¬ 
siderably. Agostino ^fkrlanettl of the C^CilL claims tlat the 
membership of aubonomoqe unions totals 535, OOO, while 
Salvatf, {resident of ClSAl^ one of the autonomous unions, 
declares that the membership uf CI5ALalone Is CFver 1, 000, 000. 

The aulDTiOTnous unions are nearly atnays guilty of corporat- 
lonlsm, qualT^utSmO (^nythlnggoeslsm' - eds-] and also 
right wing Infliction. H In Ufany cases crlticiems are In 11 ib 
with realify^tt is also true that the attacks of the mass media 
against the autononwus unions are very often InstrumentaL In 
accrediting only those struggles which the three 'africiar 
unions have agreed on beforehand. For example, the struggles 
of the autonomous railway wot kera' union were attached in 
all the press as Irrespottsible, provacatfve and corporative; a 
very different attitude was {resented when Ub confederation 
was seen to be forced to call strikes lor similar reasons to 
those of the autonomists. So there exists a double Standard: 

Ihe autonomooia strlHcs ajo atwaye crittetsed, while the con¬ 
federal ones are seen as "lust, responsible, necessary". 
However, the confrontatLon between the bfllcial' unions and 
'autonomous' uiitona ts still wtthln the same union system that 
Sees in Its number of members the justification to use its 
power In the economic tustttutions. Qfllclal unions would like 
to eUmlnate from the political scene the autonomfsts who, by 
their existence, compromise their atmoat total monopoly ol 
social conlLlct (i.e. the thing which leglttmlses the unions as 
One of the pov«r blocs in industrially advanced western society). 
In fact tn the hlBf)orLca.1 context (with the developing techno- 
bureaucratization of the economy and consequent emergence 
of 3 powerful new class in place of the capltalLsl/emplpyer) 
the union has become one of the three maLnatays of the power 
structure together with, the political |HrtlGS and n^ragement. 
Analysed In thla way the union bosses are seen'to occupy a El the 
pofltB of the new power eUte. They dUfer Irom the od^er two 
components el this elite the piUbcal class and the economic 
leaders - in that ttiey take their legltlmleallDn of power from 
their ablLlty to control workers^ struggles, to make them fit 
Into the system as predictable variables In the producHoV 
distribution process. To perpetuate and develop this power 
the union leaders muflt conserve the consent of the workers, 
i.e* their power base. Only tn this way can they {resent 
themselves as being cpf eqi&l strength in the fight with the 
poUUcal Claes and the economic leaders. 

The search for consent among the workers Is therefore 
one of the preeminent activities of the unions. This pliyslo- 
loglcal necessity has contributed to making the union the 
body that In the last ten years hae been able to renovate itself 


the most. The crisis tn 1868 worked like an Immunological 
vaccination, giving it new strength. WitMn this logic was 
brought about a stircwd and well thought out irooess of 
coopting the most energetic and Critical werkers, creating 
an accentiAted mobility in the middle level of its hierarchy. 
This mobtllty las also made possible the matmteuince of 
Increased rl^dily at (he top: the Wg bosaes In the unions are 
practically immovable* 

I^ralleL (o tiB growth of union power In society le a growth 
tw power oyer tte inkers at tiie top of the union, 'This laUer 
process is not only a reflection of the former, but finds Its 
raison d^tre In the clanged economic conditions and psyeh- 
Ology of the worker, the new working class. 

Luis Mercier Vega explains this new sltiAtlon well: 

"H the work is purely mechanical, the workers themselves. 
Interchangsable components of the euormcFus irBChtne made 
up by the factory or industrial complex, aware that they 
are easily reptacaable, look for security, guaranbeee that 
will {rotect them. Because at tiie end of the day they have 
only their ability to work to offer, they will IooIl to the 
poltttcel [Ortles - who vote special laws - or to the unions, 
institutions vtlh which the manage me ni must discuss ... 
Their situation Ls tiAt of a (banal, parcelled) s^Are ^ri - 
It takes from them any desire to make something of them¬ 
selves, any desire for self-control or responsibility, and 
fefenesK them to depend on organlsationa they do ttot control, 
of which they neither deter mine the maans nor the ends ,. * 
They lose - if ever they had It - the {Brospect of social 
change, tn which they could lake a responsible pert. They 
can still, and often do, have faith in s political {orty. In 
a union dtrectlve. In a saviour. What has been lost Is a 
faith in th&lr own awiity fcf* Azlone Dlretla e Auto^estionc 
Opera la, Edlzlonl Atitislabo, Ml is no 18T8>. 

This transformation Of the working class follows the 
phase, as Georges Lapaasade observed, of professional 
competence (still close to craftsmanship) with Ub workers 
highly skilled, the workers' unions being ''trade' unions, 
governed essentially by a professlOEial aristocracy. To this 
phase corresponds the Ideology of aiArchOSyndlcallem, 

These trade unions are not bureaucratic aial the number of 
militants is small". While the achfil situation Is 'tist of 
large lactorles and long production lines, with their use of 
maniAl labour, 'This is where you reach the bottom in the 
work alienation scale* These workers in the phase that a till 
dominates Industry are deeply passlfled by Ub technical 
conditions of their work. As a result they delegate all the 
strength they have to fight for their freedom to unicn and 
political bureaucracies, which adopt, on the other hand, 
for their Internal organisation, the traditiocAl nnkKlelB of 
bureaucratic organisation" (cl. Groupes, Organtsations et 
fustitutions, Oautl-Ller-Vlllars, SHsTljTfh 

A~jAaslve working class, therefore, but One In which the 
ferment ol conflict remains, a claae still capable ol criticis¬ 
ing the union bosses, but cDnstitutloTally Inca^Bble of taking 
over for Itself the means of struggle In general, and which, 
Oven where partial struggles are concerned, must go through 
the mediation of the oentraltsed confederattou to their 
counterparts tn inanagement. In this way the conflict that 
Ls expressed autonomously has, as a firal result, the 
stirring up of the official union structure. The effect, how¬ 
ever, Is not onesided* HjOn the one lAnd,there Ls the 
stirring up of the union, on the otlBr there Is the psycholog¬ 
ical crisis of the shopfioor delegates, last Unkz In the 
bureaucratic chain, they are m direct contect with the reality 
ol the factory and are the targets for their workmates' 
critlcistn. At the same time they are In fliffIculty with the 
professtoTat unionists who accuse tiiem of being Incapable of 
Imposing the uidon line, decided on from above* So, this 
powerful union, capable of affecting political decisions, 
coopted Into reoponatbllity tite admiiiistrattan of the 
economy, is struqturaQy weak at the tase. Its tertunes 
depend on an equilibrium alter rating between LnstltutioiAl 
asfBcts and Its 'movement' aspects. These last years l&ve 
seen the rise to pre-eminence of the fortoer to the detriment 
of the latter. 

The co^dimlTilstration of power reduces the abtUly to 
mobilise* Moreover, the woreenLug economic cUmsfe has 
r-estrlcted room for itwnoeuvre* Tens of thousands of woricsrs 
now see one of their few certain gains - a job - under 
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^lacuBBlon. C&sn InteB^sionfi (*)and redun^ncles are 
being aaketf for by the buBlneases^ Flat, the largeat irivate 
firm In Italy, vant tn ^eaaaa tiftegrate* tf> tero hours for 
13 menthfi, 34, OOO if or Mrs and at the end of that period 
sack 8^000 and give 4, ODD an early pension. Conaulbtlona 
between the union leaders and FUt l^gan tn September, but 
the llrm'a IntranBlgenDe leaves little room for noanDeuvre^ 

TTlie Treasury, irteanwhllet Im begun meetings with the 
three btg union leaders [Lama, CarndlH., Benvenuto) la plan 
the ecOEtOmlc ^rograBmrie. The union leaders presented 
different posltiona at these meetings (a rare occurrence). 

The CGlL refuses to cooperate with the mints try, the CSN4L 
Is uncertain, and the UILIs dellnltely for coHaboratian. 

One thus sees a subdlvtslon of parts; on one side the big 
firms want to 'n&lie tons of thousands ot warUiera redufidant, 
putting the {restlge Of the unions In jeopirdy; on the other 
the government wants to co-opt the unions In the drafting: 
of a medium term economic plan, In other words recognise 
Has a irlvlleged and esteemed Interlocutor. 

This slti^tlon places the unions in a predicament. If they 
do not use 'decisive methods' in their conflict with the ffriuB^ 
they rtst; greatly comiwomining their leadership Uf the 
woriring class nnavementf In using these methods they rtsK 
comirotnlslng 'the compatibility of the system' It should 
control with the government, 

A difficult sitiAtion to be sure, and one which In theory 
Increases the possibilities for the emergence of rang and file 
tased unions. But these pee id bill ties, and, It is worth 
repeatltig, only e;tiBt In theory because there does notyin 
reality;exist an anU-lnstltloml movement cabbie of filling 
the void. The USTL (Italian Syndicalist Unlon]i, the recognised 
libertarian union, is Uttle more than a i^ine and reJlea on 
a very small number of TnlUtonfB with little Influence In the 
world of worK, Also, its troubled existence Is made even more 
precarious by internal disputes telween the supporters of 
various factions over its constitutlcnB. The 'direct action' 
formula was accepted with a notable range of interpretaBons, 
as was Its organtBatioral stFuchire, and during its period of 
reconstruction there were different opinfons. In tect the 
USIL today l6 Only a part of the amrChosyndltSHSt movement 
in Italy. Another can be found In the Direct Action 
committees whose unofficial organ ie the iraga^tne Auto- 
gestione (Self-Management), On these two'bodies' falLs'the 
addiauTAl weight of the general political crisis which is 
affecting the whole of the revolutionary left. This crisis fas 
returned after ten years of social conflict, but today they 
are but a [S^ie reminder, a sad topic of fliscfussion for the 
remnanto of the 'lost revolution'. Anarcbosyndlcaltsin of 
course still has a few cards to play, bet the confrontation 
with the powerful centralised unions is too unequal to allow 
fcr hope ol any concrete results. A[Art from this It remains 
to be asHed whether autonomous struggles are best served 
Ijy a syndicalist OT^ntsaaon, even when tots is hbortarlan 
in character, or whether a stebte structure is Tudre able to 
respond to these evonte than one or marc 'fluia' organisations, 
born and dying In strict relallonshlp with the causes of 
conflict which created them. Sadly, various opposed and 
unconclllatory needs are In conflict: on one side there is the 
need for stable organisations which, by their mture, will 
act as a point of referenoe and attraction for the 'rebel 
workers'; on the other there is the twed for the fromulgators 
ol a radical anti-institutional BEruggle which must express 
itself without contractions and should be caE^ble of avoldliig 
tlH creation ol minl-insUtdtionfl. 

This is a big dttemma, maybe an Insurmountable one. 
Meanwhile the panorana becomes always more blurred. 

The econonvic crisis shows no signs of going away, mass 
redundancies are in tiie air. Win the tegentary anger of 
the workers explode. I thtnic not. But as atwayo. hope Is 
the last to die. 

LUCIANO LANZA 

(Trans; S.9.) 


Thla artiiclF wai Ariginally written in Italian for 'Ai4ca-bUbQA' 
The author aivo Thought that might lika it. 
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Schools 

THE MQDEBNSCHOOL MCArEMENT: Anarchtsm and Educ- 
agoh Ththe VnUBi^ gtetos. By Ttiul Avrfch. ft-inceton Univ¬ 
ersity TVeee. El6.50, E 7.10* 

avaltable from Freedom Bookshop 

IT IS hardly necesaary to tralse a new book by Hiul Avrich, 
Thirteen years ago he established himself in a single stride 
as one of the leading historians of the amrchlst movement tn 
the FngUah-speaking world, with the publication of the stand¬ 
ard history of The RusslaTt AiftrChiSte (1987); and since Uien 
be has steadily strenigti^ned bis poeiHUn with a series of books 
which he has wrlttEn or edited or encouraged. 

For the fir&l [ftrt of hla career, beginning tn the early ISSOs, 
he specialised la the Russian movement, adding to his first 
book anauthorltativa monograph on Kronatedt i&21 (1670), a 
pioneering history Of Russian Rebels l&OO-l500( 1972), and an 
Illuminatipg anthology of The Aiarchists in the Russian Revol¬ 
ution (1673), as weU a* new editions of Wchael Bakunin's Goff 
and the State (1970), Feter KropoticLu's In Ftuseian and French 
j^lsons (:f*Tl). The Conquest of Bread (1972) and Mutual 
HTTTJT'and Alexander Berkman-s What Is Communtsl Anarch ¬ 
ism ? (1972), At the same time he took a teas public but juat' 
as productive ipart In stimulating writers and pubUshers to 
produce many other works on anarchist hlslory; and there has 
also been a stream of reTiarkable scholarly articles, some in 
FREEDOM. 

For the second part of his career, beginning in the early 
19706, Avrich has tiirned lo the American movemenit. In the 
preface to his definitive btofiraphy of Volta trine de Cleyre, An 
American Anarchist (t67B), he explained tlwt he lad orlglnany 
intended ’'to produce a comireheiislvc history of A mcrican 
aiarchlsm from its seventeenth-century crl^ns until recant 
years, embracing the Individualists and collectivisto, the native 
Americans and Immigrants, the f^clfists and revolutionists, 
and their hherlarlan ochools and colonies but tiat this pro¬ 
ject soon burst toe bounds of a single book, so he eventually 
decided Instead "to tell the story of American amrehtsm through 
the Kves of selected figures who. In large measure, shaped the 
destiny and character of ti»e movement''. In this ''biographical 
history of a moven»nt", he added, 'fevery effort will be made 
to partrsy the auirchlsta as they really were, rather tlen as 
they have appeared In the fantasies of poUcemenand journal¬ 
ists and not a few htstorlane, who tave neglected to look up the 
sovrcea from which any reliable study must be made". 

The Modern School Movement , which Is the aeccnd Instftl- 
ment of this vast enterp'ise. Is therefore not a scholastic acad¬ 
emic analysis or a actisationa]: Joumailstic expoaure of a dead 
poUtlcaL experiment, but a slgiillcant Collective biography of 
the men and women (and children) who for half a century kept 
a live In the United Slates an Idea ptanted in $|^ln by Francisco ' 
Ferrer, The result ie at the same time one of the beet studies 
of English^peaking anarchism and of libertarian education ever 
written. 

The book begins with an account of the life and death of Ferrer, 
am of the most remarkable figures In the mostreirarkable natio¬ 
nal move ment in anarchist history. He waa born In Calaloiila in 
1859, became a Freeiifiaon and Republican, took fart in various 
aubverelve activities, took refuge in France In 1885, became an 
atheist and anarchist, worked ag a teacher, and decided to glart 
a school back in Sf^in, which was made poeeible by a legacy 
from a rich sympathiser. The Modern School existed in Barc¬ 
elona from 1601 to 1908. Ferrer combined the Uforeticsil trad¬ 
ition of the leading ai^rchlst writers with the practical tradition 
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of th« ModtrTi Schoisl Aa*oc ianion^dc*ii{np>l t>y 
RcckweU Kent in. 1917. 


of the letiding e^ucatloml relarmerB, His school ■?^s^s ratior&L- 
istand libertarian, from boEh church and state, Iroin both 
r^ellglon and |E Er Lotts no ^ trom both revards and punishments, 
teaching hoys and stria togcthef on a basis of scientltlc knowl¬ 
edge and ix^ctlcsil experience. Its growth was rapid and its 
Influence was wide, bait It waa suppreflBsfl by the autharlties 
after an amrchlst attack on the King of Spain Ifi 1906* Ferrer 
was hi mss If accused of complicity in the attack, and ftclalned 
for a year before being acquitted for lacit of la-oof, (Avrleh 
accept his innocence, dlscountliig the contrary evidence of¬ 
fered In 1968 by Jodqijfn Pomero h^ura, even though this In¬ 
cludes subsequent testimony by Ferrer's close colleagues.) 

Ferrer then toured Western Europe for two years, public¬ 
ising hls educatioml Ideas and gaining much agreement and 
assistance, but In 1909 he was accused of compUclty In the 
^roelotia rising known as the Tragic Week. This time the 
authorities were metre successful, desplle his obvious Innoc¬ 
ence, and after a mock military trial he was shot on 13 Oct¬ 
ober 1909, Hla last words were: "Long live the Modern 
School! " The rtartyrdom of Ferrer was an internattora l 
scandal. In which his militant amrchlsm was played down 
atid he was cried upas an Innocent educator, ratlomlietand 
liberal perhaps but neither revolutlomry nor liberlarlan, and 
hls work received f&r more favourable publicity after Ms death 
than during hls Ule. Hls example was soon followed by the 
foundation of similar schools In more th&n a doxen countries 
around ti« world, and the Ferrer movement in the United 
States, which lasted longest of all, Is the subject of the rest 
of the book. (The comiAxable movement In fetlaln doesn^t 
seem to have been studied by anyone yet,) 

There are only a few [ages about American libertarian 
education before 1909, which rather belles the book's sub¬ 
title. H would be Interesting to know more about the educat¬ 
ional Influence of Robert Owen, Ralph Waldo Emerson and 
Henry Davfsl Thoreau and the edutatloial activity erf William 
Mac lure, Joseph Neef, Joslah Warren, John A. ColUns, A. 
Bronson Aleott and htarietta Pierce Johnson. As Avrlch 
Mmself says, the first Modern Schools In America ahowed 

narked continuity with thetr predecessors'', and It may be 
tl*t their Influence wag stronger than that of Ferrer himseLf. 
But this is a subject lor another book, and the remaLMng 300 
pages of this one are about American libertarian education 
after 1909, 

Within a year of Ferrerdeath, the Frandsco Ferrer 
AseocUtion was formed and Alexander Berkman Btiirtied a 
Sunday school In New York City, and within a few mere years 
Modern Schools s^^ad acroaa the country* Avrlch lists cnorc 


tia.n thirty which were part of or close to the Ferrer move me at 
during the eubeequent teif’^irtury. Including some German, 
Italian and Si^ntsh schools* Most were shert-Uved and 
tittle-known, and take up only a few pages. The best-known 
and longest-lived were the Ferrer Modern School which was 
founded iti New York City In 1911, moved toStelbOn, KJ, In 
1915, and tasted until 1953} the Mohe^n Modern School at 
Crompond, NY, which Usted from 1924 to 1941; and the 
Modern School at Lakewood, NJ, which lasted from 1933 to 
1958. 

There are iteFarate cfapters on the New Yofffc School, on 
the associated Ferrer Center which lasted from 1911 to 191S 
and was the focus of a lively political and cultural scene, on 
some cJ the leading actlvigta In the movement, on the Lexing¬ 
ton Avenue bomb of 1914 which led to the departure from New 
York, on the various stages of the Stelton school, on tiie 
Mohegan achooi, and on the decline and fall of the movenient. 
Avrlch Iff at hls best In this detailed narrative history. He 
has been able to use unpublished as well as published source 
material, and also Interviev: doaens of people from the move¬ 
ment. Those who were Involved or asBOclated at one time or 
anotter make a remarkable list. At first there ware social¬ 
ists tike jack London and Kberala tike Clarence Darrow as 
weUas aciarchlsts like Emma Goldman, but the movement 
was generally domlretfid by ai^rcWata, tncLudfcig leading 
figures from Voitairlne de Cleyre at the beginning to Rudolf 
Rocker at the end. There wore also many people better known 
in other connections — hfacigaret Sanger the birth-control 
pioneer. Will Ihiranl the philosopher, Eugene O'Neill the 
dramatist, >&n Bay the artist, Mlifie Gold Ihe novelist, 

Joseph Ishill the prInter, and many more (not to forget the 
chlkh^n ol the Hosenbergs and the mother of Joan ^ez)* 

But Avrlch also gives lull attention to the obscurer people 
in the movement who gave their lives loartirchfst organiB- 
atiop and libertarian education — activists like Inomrd 
Abbott, Harry Kelly and Joseph Cohen, benefactors tike 
A life n Freeman and Fryns Hopkins, and taacbarB like Rob¬ 
ert and Delia Hutchinson, Elisabeth and Alexis Ferm, Jim 
and NOltie Dick. The Dicks are particularly attractive* 

They were A BrttlEh couple — Jim ted run a Ferrer school 
In Uvarpool as early as from 1906 to 1911. and Neltio (then 
Naomi Ploeotensky) had run one In the East End of London 
from 1912 to 1919 — but during the First WorW War they 
married and emigrated to the United Slates, where they ran 
various schools from 1917 to 1953. Fcr n^ny years Jim was 
In frequent touch with A, S. Neill at Summerhili, and many 
years later Nellie n^lntetned her [i-inclpleB intact, telling 
Avrlch In an Interview In 1972; ''My views on education have 
remained eSBCntially the sa me -- just being hunAn to the 
children. " Not a bad slogan. 

There are dozens ot we 11-told human stories In these pages, 
much success and much failure, both happiness and unhappi¬ 
ness, both achievement and disappointment. On One Bide* 

Alexis Ferm remarked goon before Mb death in 1971, at the 
age of 191: '1 am teavtng the world worse than [ found ft* " On 
the other, the Modern Schoola surely made the wffl-ld better 
tten they found It; Suzanne Hotelne, who tau^tat Stelion In 
1924-1925, told Avrlch in an Interview in 1973: "'I came for a 
day, stayed for a year, and It became part of me for ever* ■' 
Some stories am more equivocal. Will Durant, who ran the 
New York school from 1912 to 1913, left when he feU In love 
with a fourteen-yaar-Dld pupil, IdaHaufn^n} they married 
when she was fifteen fand he was twen^-seven) and have lived 
teppily ever after as one of the most sucoesslul writing lartiter- 
sMpe in the world, authors of the best-setting StMyof PMlo- 
soplw and Story of Civilisation, and In 1977 reciptente of the 
Me^l of Freedom teom ft-esidOnt Gerald Fordl 

Avrlch's Mographical approach keepe up this human Interest, 
but leaves readers to draw their own conclusions. Ope is that 
the Ferrer mioveroent was the TnOfft important American source 
of tibarlarlan theory and [ractfoe from before the Firnt World 
war until after the Second Work! War. Another Is tte^ as 
usual, it depended on a few determined activists and e^nerous 
teivfactors* Yet another is that the most successful schools 
were associated with successful cultural or commui&l setiv- 
Itiesj Avrlch emphasiBeB tits contribution of the Ferrer Center 
to Nfew York artistic and literary life before and during tte 










16 


Review 


First War Id War^ and records that SteLlori was "the lon^st 
experiment In attr^hlet education and communal Uvii^ In 
American history" {^italn can boast loi^r experiments tn 
each “ Neill’s SuirHDerhlll now being 56 years old, and White- 
way Colony flS -- but not in both togetherK 

The fti*l Irony Is Umt the Modern School Asaociatlcin — as 
the Francisco Ferrer Associatton became In 1016 -- was dis¬ 
solved Just before the revival of libertarian polllics and educ- 
allcn In the early IMOs. Subsequent events and later effects 
are dismissed In a few jmges at the end of Uv book, but It 
would be Interesting to know more about the real impact of 
Ferrertet theory and iractloe In the United States^ and iivleed 
about the real Imifict of the Modern Schools on the children 
themselves. Seme Mstorlcal threads are not follawed up — 
the connections of the American Ferrer movement with simlkr 
movementa In other countries, with the rest of tte ac 0 .rchlst 


movement and the tree education movement in America, and 
with the ethical movement and the mcnl educatton movement 
which were both strong before the First World War but the 
Important thing is that this particular episode Is at test irop- 
er^desixibed on its own account rather ttan as an aspect of 
amrchlsm, communism or free education, and the Job will 
never have to be done again. Once more I^ul Avrlch has put 
us deeply In Us debt, as we add this btg (an! dear ) booh to hie 
others. 

Avrich concludes with an article I&rry Kelly wrote in 1921: 
'We maice no ctetm to saving the world. We are but trying to 
save our own 'souls% " he said. we lave not reached the 
promised land, we have at least stumbled Into one of Its by¬ 
paths. and that (s something. " More than just something. 

NW 
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